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Media Advance Calibration
Required Tools
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All platen-based printers require calibration of the media advance mechanism in order to achieve the best output re-
sults. This calibration is separate from any automated calibration procedures available on the printer (AutoSet, etc.). 
Complete detail on how to perform the media advance calibration varies somewhat by printer model. Consult the 
User Guide documentation provided with your printer. If you are unable to locate your copy of the printer’s documen-
tation, PDF versions of all printer manuals are available in the User Documentation section of the web site, http://
www.colorspan.com.

Calibration of the media advance has three steps: printing calibration marks, measuring distance between marks, 
and entering the measured value into the printer’s control panel. An accurate measurement, with precision either to 
0.5 mm (metric system) or 1/32” (U.S. Standard system) is crucial to the process. Greater precision is helpful but not 
required. The target measurement length is 900mm or 34 inches, so a standard meterstick or yardstick that meets the 
degree of precision indicated above is suffi cient. The use of devices shorter than 900mm or 34 inches is not recom-
mended and will reduce the accuracy of the calibration.

We have identifi ed several vendors with measuring devices suitable to this application. Costs and part  numbers 
shown are accurate at time of publication. For full information please consult the vendor directly.

McMaster-Carr (http://www.mcmaster.com)
 1943A35 Stainless Steel Cork-Backed Rule U.S./Metric $  12.89
 2042A91 Pro-Value Satin-Chrome
   Steel Machinists’ Rule   U.S. only $  60.14
 2117A54 Machinist’s Rule   U.S./Metric $160.00

Arthur H. Gaebel, Inc. (http://www.gaebel.com)
 200-36 200 Series Corkback Ruler   U.S/Metric $  15.95
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